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inarched via Turuq and Turbat-i-Shaikh Jam to Nuqra, a small place
seven miles west of Herat. A few days later, the Abdalis emerged from
the city, and an indecisive battle was fought. That night Muhammad
Saidal Khan, the Ghalzai general, made a surprise attack on the Persians
and placed Nadir himself in great jeopardy. Nadir, with only eight men,
was surrounded in a small tower for some time. Eventually, the Afghans
were repelled, and he was relieved.1 On the following day he made an
unsuccessful attack on the Afghans who were holding the Takht-i-Safar,
a garden on the lower slopes of the Kuh-i-Mulla Khwaja, three and a half
miles N.N.W. of Herat. He was more successful a few days later when
he met and heavily defeated Dhu'l-Fiqar outside the city. At this stage,
Allah Yar Khan arrived from Maruchaq with reinforcements.
On the 4th May, Nadir decided to invest Herat on every side : leaving
a strong force at Nuqra, he crossed to the south side of the Hari Rud and
marched towards the bridge of Malan, three miles south of Herat. The
Afghans attempted to stem his progress, but he hurled them back with
severe loss, and on the following day he succeeded in seizing the bridge.
Whilst Nadir was at Malan the Abdali artillerymen, having noticed
his magnificent tent, opened fire on it. A cannon shot destroyed the roof
of the tent and struck the ground by the side of his couch, but fortunately
left him unscathed.2
When Nadir's forces were completing the encirclement of Herat,
Saidal Khan, with a force of Ghalzais and Abdalis, made a sortie, but
was driven back with heavy loss.3 The encircling line was then drawn
tighter round the city.
During the course of these operations, a Persian detachment carried
out a successful raid on Maimana and Chachaktu, but a larger force,
which had been sent against Farah, met with disaster.*
On the 17th Muharram, 1144 (22nd July), Dhu'l-Fiqar emerged from
Herat with a large body of men and crossed the Hari Rud. Nadir at
once sent troops to cut off the Afghans, while he delivered a frontal attack
upon them. The Afghans were completely defeated, and Dhu'l-Fiqar
narrowly escaped being drowned in the river. Saidal Khan, having
become discouraged at this defeat and at the heavy casualties sustained
by his Ghalzais, secretly left Herat one night and marched to Farah.
The defeat inflicted by Nadir and the defection of Saidal caused the Abdali
chiefs to make peace overtures through Allah Yar Khan, which Nadir
accepted. The Abdalis, however, broke faith, thinking that the dust
raised by an approaching Persian force under Ibrahim Khan was that
of a relieving army from Qandahar. Nadir, in anger, ordered a renewal
of hostilities, but the Abdalis, realising their error, humbly begged for
1 T.N., p. 92.	• Ibid., p. 94.	' Ibid.	* Ibid., p. 97.

